“Dear Design”
Postcard Compendium
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About This Project & Introduction

This is a compendium of postcards created by students who participated in 10-week seminars in
2020 and 2022 called “Dear Design: Creating your ideal design signature”. The title and postcara
format was inspired by Lupi and Posavec's beautiful book Dear Data™.

The goal of this work is to help students gain awareness of their design processes™*.

Fach week, for nine weeks, the students were asked to create representations of a design process
on a postcard. They represented design projects they observed, projects they had done in the
past and projects that they did and captured specifically for the seminar. Students used a
different lens each week to interpret their selected design process. Example lenses include: “what
counts as design”, “many design models”, “expert design processes” and “good designers do X.”

The student’s final Dear Design postcard was their “Ildeal Designh Signature”, a representation of
the way they hope their design processes will look in the future.

* Lupl, G, & Posavec, S. (2016). Dear Data. Chronicle books.
*% This work Is a continuation ot Cindy Atman’s research on design process expertise (see, Design Timelines: Concrete & Sticky Representations of Design Process Expertise).
For more information please contact Cindy Atman at gtman@uw.edu.




ldeal Design Signatures

Student samples of ideal design signature postcards
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Nisha, Autumn 2020

Dear Design,
Week 9

Title: My design journey
The Design: Design Signature

Empathy: Focusing on user needs, wants, pain
points

Define: Understand and define the problem scope
|deate: Brainstorm solutions and weigh the pros
and cons of each

Prototype: Converting ideas into design

Test: Gain feedback and iterate your work.

*Length of each slot resembles represents the time
consumed in each slot.

The number of peaks, resemble the hurdles
encountered In the process.




Will Crisando Sanchez, Winter 2022
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Lubna, Winter 2022

Dear Design,

Title: Ideal Design Signature

Design Awareness Question:
How can | be more intentional about my

process? .
Dear Design

How to Read: Human Centered Design

& Engineering
&
eing Mindful . .
b oo my process / Developing skills Univ. of Washington
o _ and tools as a designer
& Striking a Balance in 00/ Seattle WA 98105

< » different phases of
design process

Q Positive vibes

Reflecting on mv
process

Z Time

Lubna Razaq

Recording Design
Process




Julian, Winter 2022

DEAR DESIGN
DESIGN NSPIRATIONS
“INAL DESIGN SIGNATURE

HOW TO READ

This is a blind contour drawing | made of
myself. It represents the unpredictability
of the creative process, but it also speaks
to unique joy of embracing ambiguity.

| contrast this with a soft background
reminiscent of a summer sunset. Despite
the ambiguity, I'd like my process to
smoothly envelope from one stratum to
the next like the sky approaching dusk.

There is no particular way to read this
postcard. If you'd like, you can interpret
the work from top to bottom as a timeline
of my design journey, or you can view it
holistically as a landscape of my creative
process.

JULIAN BODY

HUMAN CENTERED DES. & ENG.
UNIVERSITY OF WASHNG TON
SEAT TLE, WA 98105
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Dear Design,

Week 9: Ideal Design Signature
Design Awareness Question: How do |
Incorporate my values into my design
process?

How to Read:
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Human Centered Design + Engineering

University of Washington
Seattle, WA 98105
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Christian Ramos, Winter 2022

Dear Design

Title: Ideal Design Signature

Design Awareness Question:

Am | incorporating my design
influnces in a drawn out plan for ideas

to come?

How to Read:
Each color represents potential
influences that are to be included

throughout my in-depth problem
solving process

EX:
O = Stakeholders . = Sustainability
. = Ethicality O

Family

Dear Design
Human Centered Design & Engineering
University of Washington

Seattle, WA 98105

Christian Ramos
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Alainna Brennan Brown, Winter 2022



Anika, Winter 2022
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Aishwarya, Winter 2022
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Petrina Chan, Winter 2022
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Dear Design

M
Week 9: Ideal Design Signature
Dear Design
Design Activity: Designing an app (for d
a client or for funl!) Human Centered Design & Engineering
University of Washington
How To Read:
Seattle, WA 98105
Structured Free play &
activity passion projects A combination of both?
Each line represents design stage
& time taken
N\
:J/jﬂm,\‘% The fingerprints represent my
ﬁl@ design process
The arrangement of each line represents
the structure of my design process.
Pallavi Bagchi

My Signature!

Research Ideation Prototyping Testing Ship

Pallavi, Winter 2022



problem definition

implementideas

Mulan Zhu, Winter 2022

gather information

evaluating

generate ideas

modeling

dear design

WEEK 7: IDEAL DESIGN
SIGNATURE

TITLE: GO WITH THE
FLOW

HOW TO READ:

THE SWOOPING LINE IN THE
BACK REPRESENTS MOVEMENT
FROM PROBLEM DEFINITION TO
THE END OF THE DESIGN
PROCESS. I HOPE FOR MY IDEAL
SIGNATURE TO NOT HAVE A

DEFINITIVE PATHWAY, BUT FOR

EACH STEP TO BE CLEAR AND
FOR ITERATIONS TO BE
INEVITABLE!

A

DEAR DESIGN

HUMAN CENTERED DESIGN AND
ENGINEERING

UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON

SEATTLE WA 98105
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Self-Awareness/Reflection Dear Design
Week 8: Ideal Design Signature

Design Awareness Question:

Empafhg cr compaSSiﬂn What's the most important elements in my

design process?

How to read: Dear Design
Use the pride flag as inspiration to Human Centered Design + Engineering
D ‘ J . represent different important values of University of Washington
ESIQ 1 USTICE the design process by different colors. Seattle WA 98105
Life ——— Self-Awareness/Reflection
: Healing - Empathy & Compassion
DE5|gn Process Sunlight — Ethics
Nature - Design Justice

Serenity -—- Design Process
Spirit ———- Constraint Mindset

Constraint Mindset

Hsin-Ya Hung, Winter 2022



Anonymous, Winter 2022
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Dear Desigwn, Ead

Title: (deal Design Signature
Design Awareness Ruestion: What
desigwn stage do | spena the most time on?
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Alex, Winter 2022
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Kathryn, Spring 2022
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Cindy Atman, 2022
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