HCDE RSO Comparison Table

More information, including contact information, can be found in the longer descriptions of each
RSO below. This is not a complete list of RSOs connected to HCDE, UX/UI, design, or
engineering. Refer to the UW RSO directory if you'd like to explore more UW RSOs.

RSO Name Size of | Prerequisites to | Cost to | Recruitment | Commitment
Group Join Join Timeline Level
(People)
Women in UX 51-100 None Free Anytime Minimal
Phi Sigma Rho 51-100 In engineering $250/qtr | Beginning of | High
Fall
National Society of | 51-100 | None $15 Anytime Minimal
Black Engineers
CoNECT 51-100 None Free Anytime Attend any
event
Design for America | 21-50 None, portfoliois a | $15 Beginning of | High
bonus Fall & Winter
HuskyADAPT 100+ None Free Anytime Varies
UxX @ UW 51-100 None Free or | Anytime Minimal
$10/qgtr*
UX Health 51-100 None Free Anytime* Moderate
Alpha Theta Delta | 51-100 None $60/gtr | Beginning of | Moderate
Fall & Spring
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https://huskylink.washington.edu/

RSO Information

Women in UX wiux@uw.edu IG: @womeninux_uw

Our mission is to empower and invest in women by aiding their endeavors in User
Experience and related fields through community-based and career-building events.

How to get involved
No requirements to join! Feel free to show up to any event you find interesting.

Website: https://students.washington.edu/wiux/
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/women-in-user-experience

Past events/projects

Annual UX Conference (May) that brings together industry professionals and aspiring
UX designers. Other events include panels and design workshops (often in
collaboration with other RSOs/clubs on campus), whiteboard night, resume workshops,
internship panels, and career panels.

What can you gain from this experience?

Networking events and opportunities with peers and industry professionals. You can
also hone your UX skills. Leadership positions are available that can develop your
leadership skills.
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National Society of Black Engineers (NSBE) uwnsbe@uw.edu
The mission of NSBE is to increase the number of culturally responsible Black
engineers who excel academically, succeed professionally, and positively impact the
community.

How to get involved

Website: https://www.nsbeuw.com/

NSBE is a national organization.

Attend our weekly meetings on Tuesdays at 5:30 pm.

Past events/projects
Diversity career fair, Evening with Industry, and weekly meetings with companies such
as SpaceX, Deloitte, and Pinterest.

What can you gain from this experience?

Opportunities for networking and industry connections, skill-building, leadership roles,
and community involvement.
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COoNECT neurotec@uw.edu 1G: @uw_conect  Discord: discord.qg/CDZNMQ3U
We aim to bridge gaps between students and the diverse fields associated with
neuroscience. We now represent the student body of the CNC and engage across fields
to provide opportunities and community.

How to get involved

Website: https://www.uw-conect.org/

Keep up with our Discord for upcoming events and volunteer opportunities! No
application required to join as a member. To join the admin council, fill out this
application form: https://forms.gle/VYDjDeLswcH7Tn2y8

Past events/projects

CoNECT x Synaptech Hackathon, panel for high schoolers, BrainFest 2024 (in
collaboration with the Allen Institute and Pacific Science Center, Women in NeuroAl
event, Ethics panel for CoNectome 2024 with the Computational Neuroscience Center,
Neural Network Podcast.

What can you gain from this experience?

Opportunities for networking, industry and academic connections, leadership (through
participation in admin council), skill building, resume support, hackathons, poster
presentations, seminars and events.
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Design for America uwdfa@uw.edu IG: @dfauw

DFA UW is a student organization that empowers students to use human-centered
design to tackle social impact challenges in the community. Each year, we have several
Project Leads who create interdisciplinary teams that work together on developing
solutions to problems encountered in their communities, whether it be in the form of an
app, website, or physical product. Our mission is to create meaningful design solutions
while fostering collaboration, creativity, and professional growth.

How to get involved

Design for America is a national organization.

No requirements to join, all you need is to have a passion for design! It's a bonus to
have a portfolio. Recruitment is in Autumn (for 5 teams) and Winter (2 teams). Each
team has 6-7 members, and project leads are recruited by the internal team. Project
members are recruited by the project leads.

Past events/projects

Panels, design sprints, bonding events, hackathons, and an annual expo.

Recent projects have worked on improving financial literacy, reducing individual food
waste, connecting creatives, enhancing sensory modalities, creating sustainable
closets, and more.

What can you gain from this experience?

Opportunities to work in the community, networking, skill building. Builds project
management, user research, prototyping, and presentation skills, as well as
collaboration and communication skills, leadership skills for project leads, and improve
their portfolios.
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Phi Sigma Rho phirho.uw.president@gmail.com IG: @uwphisigmarho
Phi Sigma Rhos is a social sorority for women and nonbinary people in STEM fields.
Our goal is to create strong bonds between members through fun social activities,
volunteering, and fostering academic connections.

How to get involved

Website: uwphisigmarho.com

Phi Sigma Rho is a national organization.

As long as you are enrolled (or intending to) in a STEM major you can join. Recruitment
happens in the fall and you must attend all 4 events but there is no application process.

What can you gain from this experience?

Builds lifelong bonds between members and support during college. A great place to
meet other undergraduate students in your major. Alumni working in engineering and
STEM fields are a great networking opportunity. Leadership opportunities exist at
varying levels, as well as opportunities to plan and coordinate events.
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HuskyADAPT adaptuw@uw.edu IG: @huskyadapt

A student organization at UW dedicated to supporting accessible design and inclusive
play technology. We train the next generation of inclusively-minded engineers,
clinicians, and educators to help make the world a more equitable place.

How to get involved
Website: https://www.huskyadapt.me.uw.edu/, Newsletter: http://eepurl.com/h570Yf

Past events/projects

Toy Adaptations: bimonthly workshops where we re-engineer toys with alternative
activation methods to increase accessibility for children with disabilities. These toys are
donated to families, clinicians, and others who need them.

Design Teams: annual design teams where students research, iterate, and prototype
solutions to accessibility and design problems brought forth by community members.
Teams submit their work to the RESNA Student Design Challenge and present at our
design showcase with UW CREATE. Applications are open every fall!

Go Baby Go!: bimonthly workshops to modify battery operated ride-on cars in order to
provide mobility and socialization for children with limited motor function. They are
longer than general toy adaptations and take place on saturdays.

Other events include guest lectures, design workshops, and tours of Microsoft!

What can you gain from this experience?

Opportunities to apply and develop engineering skills, and work in the accessible design
community. Soft skills such as design thinking, problem solving, user testing, and
leadership. Hard skills such as soldering, CAD, and designing electrical systems.
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UX @ UW kbrods@uw.edu IG: @uxuw.club
Opportunities to learn more about UX design and experience hands-on learning.

How to get involved
Just show up! There are various events throughout the year. Non-member events are

free, membership is $10/gtr or $25/year for specific events.

Past events/projects
Panels, figma workshops, and a 12-week case-study creation course (new!).

What can you gain from this experience?
UX design skills (including figma and the design process) and networking opportunities.
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UX Health uxhealth@uw.edu IG: @uxhealthuw

UX Health is a student-led organization at the University of Washington dedicated to
exploring and advancing the role of User Experience (UX) Design & Research in
Healthcare.

How to get involved

Events are open to all majors, and all students interested in UX design & research.
There are no applications to join UX Health. To join a design team (Winter-Spring) there
is an application, opening at the end of Fall Quarter. Check the |G for updates!

Past events/projects
Workshops, design sprints, networking events, group projects, and panels.

What can you gain from this experience?

Connect with other students interested in UX design & research in healthcare; attend
design workshops and apply to join team projects examining real-life medical case
studies; be connected with UX designers, researchers, and product designers in
healthcare. Opportunities to gain networking skills, resume boosts, portfolio pieces, UX
experience, leadership skills, and various other soft and hard skills.

Last updated: November 7, 2025


mailto:uxhealth@uw.edu

Alpha Theta Delta alphathetadelta.uw@gmail.com 1G: @alphathetadeltauw
ATD is the world’s first professional design fraternity, originally founded on May 6th,
2018, here at UW. Our fraternity is a community of designers that provides opportunities
to commission work for local startups, work in teams for competitions & hackathons,
and develop professional connections within the design community. We strive to
empower our members with a solid foundation of versatile design skills that can be
incorporated into real world applications.

How to get involved

Website: https://www.alphathetadelta.org/

Alpha Theta Delta is a national organization.

We have two recruitment cycles, in the 3rd week of Fall and Spring quarter. This is a
rush process, with various events focused on design and getting to know current
members. After attending a set number of events, interested students can submit an
application.

We also have open events and events hosted in collaboration with other RSOs. Al
majors are welcome.

Past events/projects
Workshops, panels, networking events, group projects, design studio-based events,
design-a-thons, etc.

What can you gain from this experience?

Networking, industry connections, leadership opportunities, skill-building, portfolio &
resume review, and community involvement. You also gain design experience,
professional development, soft and hard skills, leadership opportunities, and resume
boosts.
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